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January 10, 1952 


The Administrator of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans Administration 

% dear Mr# Administrator* 



Reference is made to letter of November 30, 1951, and enclosures, 
from the Deputy Administrator, requesting a decision whether the re- 
claim travel voucher submitted therewith may be certified for payment. 
The voucher is stated in favor of Herbert A* Bornhoft, 821U Fourteenth 
Avenue* Hyattsville, Maryland, in the amount of $213*75, which repre- 
sents per diem in lieu of subsistence while away from his official 
headquarters, Boston, Massachusetts, and on temporary duty at 
Providence, Rhode Island# 

It is stated in the letter that Mr# Bornhoft maintained his resi- 
dence in Cranston, Rhode Islan d, and commuted daily between that point 
and his headquarters* Bo ston* Ma ssach uset ts* a distance of approxi- 
mately ii8 mile s; and, that during the’ period while on temporary duty 
IT^Vitence he commuted daily between his residence in Cranston and 
Providence, his place of temporary duty, a distance of approxima tely 
5, miles . 

Travel Order No. 3001-67, July 5, 1951, directed Mr. Bornhoft to / 
begin travel on approximately July 9, 1951, and to travel for approxi- 
mately 15 days from Boston, Massachusetts, to Providence, Rhode Island, 
and to such other points in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Connecticut 
as may be required in connection with the institutional audit for the 
Providence Regional Office. A per diem in lieu of subsistence of $9 per 
day was authorized. Ten additional days" travel, was authorised by 

Travel Order 3001-251, dated August 8, 1951, but the latter trayel order 
di d pot authori 2 e ,any ner„dlem, iifli.eu of subsistenqe c 


Among the enclosures transmitted with the letter is a copy of letter 
dated September 5, 1951, reference (WRGJ-;pjm) , from Mr* R« G* Jones, 
who issued the travel order, wherein it is stated, in part, as follows* 


11 2, Mr. Bornhoft was aware of the fact t hat it was not the _j-n-, 

t ention of this af fififi Jto ,, author !^ T1MTI 

ass ignment' whenthe work was conducted in the Providence, Rhode 0 I ANN I L 
Island Regional Office. The per diem authorized by the travel order 
of July 5, 1951, was to cover Mr* Bornhoft in the event he was re- 
quired to stay in New Bedford and work on the books of the Eastern 
Technical Institute in that city. At the time the travel order was 
issued the actual work site could not be determined and a contingent 
authorization .wa^made . 
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«3; The matter was discussed with Mr* Bornhoft and other Finance 
Accountants prior to the assignment and it was administratively deter- 
mined\hat no per diem would be allowed Mr. Bornhoft when work waa done 
S Se Sov^nc. Regional Office as Mr, B»nhofi-e reeide^e as 

Cranston j Rhode Island, approximately five mil s srmroximatelv 

By Mr* Bornhoft* s own statement the assignment saved him approximat y 
$30*00 a month in bus and railroad fares and two hours a day _ of travel 
time in not bein^ required to report Jp the.Boston R^ipnalOffice, 

The record shows that Mr* Bornhoft contradicts the understanding 
relative to the payment of per diem in lieu of subi sistence j "hile cm 
temporary duty at Providence and bases his reclaim upon the general 

proposition that an employee is entitled to per t^FoFofficial 
sistence while away from his permanent duty stationonofficial 
business, even though the temporary duty may be at or near his plac 

residence* 

Section 3 of the Travel Expense Act of 19L9, Public Lair 92, 63 Stat.. 
166, provides, in general, that a per diem in lieu of subsistence, to 
bt prLcribedby the department or establishment oonoerned. may be 
allowed civilian officers and employees while Raveling on 
business and sway from their designated posts of duty# It is cxear 
Sd^onUe^ttfhS been recogniled by this Office under stolar 

op <ee 21 Comp* Gon$ 697 » 700 5 22 id# ?12* ± 

id* 192* If the absences from headquarters are under such circumstances 
as not to require any increase in ^ the .act ual^yp^nses ^ of _ 

over'^Bhose which would » sponsi- 

for a subsistence' alicwance fails andj 4 ,^tead^^,|tg|^||ppnsi 
bilitv to orevent the fixing of per dlei^h I£ eu of subsistence at. 
5S^ilFTh!^^edio meet the 

penses. See 22 Comp, Gen. 62 , 67; and Paragraph US of the Standardized 
Government Travel Regulations as amended October 1, lyb • 

Tn the ore sent case, the employee did not incur any additional 

costs by reason of his temporary duty at Providence Rather, e co mmu 

between his residence and such place of temporary du^y, 

incurred less expenses by reason of such : tenggorarj; Jut^ th 

n » from ge 

letter of September 19^1, quoted in part above, tnattae official 
issued the travel order was aware of the fact that noaddition 
would be induced for the temporary duty at Rrovidence that it was 

not intended that the travel order of July 5* ^om a 

diem for temporary duty at Providence, as might be inferred fr m 
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literal reading of the travel order# This fact is substantiated by the 
fact that the travel order of August 8, 1951, did not authorize any per 
diem in lieu of subsistence# Such action by the authorizing official 
appears to have been in accordance with the purpose of Public Law 92 
and the established rule of this Office in relation to prior similar 
legislation# 

Accordingly, upon the basis of the fact that the employee incurred 
no additional ftypeng e by reason of the official travel away from his 
headquarters during the period when he commuted between his regular 
place of residence and' the place of temporary duty and th e fact that the 
&S3Bp~order of July 5, 1951, in 

lieu of subsistence while on such temporary duty, the employee is not 

e ntitled jt ct-the paxaent. of jpat. diem in ligujcf subsistence under 

Public^Laiv 92, as proposed on the voucher# — — 

The voucher, which is returned herewith, may not be certified 
for payment# 


Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) LINDSAY C# WARREN 

Comptroller General 
Of the United States 
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